Summary Essay 

John William Moran’s Program Reflection

5

John William Moran

Summary Essay and Reflection
Walden University

Portfolio Introduction


Upon entering this program, I was a new teacher, only having taught one complete school year. However, I had already developed an insatiable desire to improve. I was very interested in technological applications I could use in my classroom but was only familiar with very few. This program developed a newfound interest and excitement in an already energized and motivated classroom. 


My progression throughout has varied in success, but has always been on course for individual improvement. The program has developed a new paradigm of thought, one that sees my improvement as a continual evolution, and not necessarily a stagnant point in my career. It is my intention for this portfolio to be a reflection of this new growth and thought process, a reflection of the continual improvement of my effectiveness in the classroom, a process of growth, with the flexibility for continued improvement and modification. 
Patterns of Growth



There are a few distinct patterns of growth that I have undergone throughout this process the I feel are important to identify. These patterns are representative of epicenters, or areas that my abilities and growth have centered around. 

· The importance of professional growth, through professional development, collaborative action research, using the professional community for help, and understanding that I must accept my profession for what it is. 

· Using technology as a medium to teach content, knowledge and implementation various technological models, and the importance of developing technologically literate students to empower them as community members.

· Finally, identifying each student as an individual, familiarizing myself with their styles and intelligences, and developing and implementing lessons that develop and strengthen individuals based upon their uniqueness.  

Change in Awareness through Learning



The first course was essential in developing a new vision for my career. Unfortunately, education is facing a tremendous amount of challenges, from societal changes to lack of proper funding.  As an educator, we must believe in our importance no matter the challenge we face. Educators need problems solving strategies, focus and unrelenting determination to continue with their mission. In an effort to make these missions successful, educators must stay abreast of all of the numerous developments in the numerous areas of education; pedagogy, curriculum, technological advancements, as well as initiatives from all levels of this giant institution. This process is ongoing and may very well include individual focus, but may very well include work and efforts from a much larger collaboration.  



Additionally, technological advancements have lead to increasing usage, but more importantly a broadening scope. Every day we find a new advancement from automated carwashes to self-checkouts in stores. Any society member must have some significant amount of digital literacy to be successful. This does not solely pertain to any subpopulation; rather it applies to all populations in our society. 

In addition to the new skills that are required to be successful, it has also led to a tremendous change in how we obtain and acquire information. This has indeed created new challenges for educators. These changes have led a number of changes in instructional models, distance learning, classroom collaboration, as well as community involvement.  



The most notable progression of thought I have undergone is in viewing my students as individuals, unique from hair color, to intelligence, to ability and furthermore. While I always had a strong understanding of the importance of meeting individual needs, I had limited tools to do so. After reading So Each May Learn, (Silver, 2000) and developing a new found understanding of Multiple Intelligences and Learning Styles, I have found a tremendous amount of success in meeting these individuals needs. These improvements have surfaced in test scores, lesson implantation and classroom interactions with students. 

Anticipated Enhancement to My Work as an Educator



This program has already led to many enhancements in my work as an educator. The conceptual knowledge gained has led to further understanding by my students. However, these enhancements have for the  most part been grade specific enhancements. I would like to broaden my effectiveness in other areas as well.


As the campus Social Studies Facilitator, I would like to support my colleagues by developing Internet Projects, Internet Inquiries and WebQuests to help them save time. I would also like to assist other teachers who may have some negative predispositions towards using technology by assisting them in their new attempts at integration. Finally, I think my strong desire to stay informed and educated on new applications, pedagogy theories and instructional models will allow me to share my new learning with my colleagues. 
Future Challenges


The main challenge I believe I will face is finding the time, and keeping the focus to continue on my mission. With teachers’ responsibilities increasing daily, it may become difficult to remain focused. Time is always limited; however, as long as I maintain my newfound paradigm of using technology as a medium for improvement, and not another thing to do, I believe I will be able to fend off the challenge. 
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